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TECHNICAL MEI110HANUIN
SOLAR TRACKING CONTROL SYSTEM "SUN CHASER"
1. INTRODUCTION
The utilization of solar one.rgy from solar collectors has crented it heed
for at simple told reliable solatr tracking control system that call locate and track
the Sun's lwsition and consequently point coneentrating t 'Nrytc solar collectors
toward the still in the p x%vilce of all normal atmospheric conditions such its
clear, hare, cloudy, and partly eloudy skies. Vol , nmaintiutl efficicaey solar
collectors should rominin still oriented (b rough amy type of atntosphorle condition.
Other existing solar tracking conl,rol systems do snot adequately follow the still In
cloudy or partly cloudy wealhor and thus the podo rill allce of the collecting system
has not operated its efficiently as expeeted.
,Cho purpose of tilts regaort is to describe it simple solar traeltisg oonlrol
System called the "Son chaser" dcsigaod to itolnt toward tilt, Bun in clear weather
ntid to point tit the near vicinity of li lt, sun whom it. Is obsettmd b., clouds ar hare.
II. APPLICATION
The still chaser componotits coosist of it silicon solar cell. light, sensor
module, it mild-state elvetzrnie control assombly module, and tilt eloctric motor
(V Ig. l) . The purpose of the Stilt chaser is to dotect the stitnriso, to initlato
oilier t,eacking or pointing comotaatis, to activate it motor, ;nod to laitintc it
reset drive command at sunset, _'Cracking Is defined as following lhtrfiuti's
apparent movement by sonsing light directly from the stilt gtvtet •ating tut error
sipull, slid mechanically driving the sensov Iii small tAlsvi--ote stops to reduce
the error to Zero. This In ossance looks tiw sensor onto the Stilt position.
Pointing is tlefisod as the capabillty of the Sall chaser ceotttinl system to follow
tilt) Still position, even though obsocrcd by clouds, utilizing timing pulses tgnpro i
matoly the Same duration as the tracking pulses used to drive the systonn, hot.
with less aveuracy thmt when teaching. Pointing Is obtained by means of signals
gonevated by till Internal pulse gellorator. 'Cie solar flax level dictates tilt) mode
of operation, I.e., tvaelang, polnting, or nighttime voset is soloetod based oil tilt,
instmttauneoos light Intensity oil 	 solar sensor coils. Y9no still chaser was
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designed specifically to provide the drive control logic and voltages tlocessary
to maintain nn accurate Still orlontatiou of tracking solar collectors and may be
used in any solar tracking application with the following requiramonts;
a) Automatically acquire and track tl ►e Sun with all accuracy of typically
0, 25 deg.
b) Continual automatic painting toward the Still even though the Sun may
be obscured by clouds or hazo with automatic reacquisition to the Still tracking
mode whon tl;e Sinn is not obscured.
c) Automatic nighttime "reset to east" capability.
The Sun Chaser may be utilized W track rho San in either elevation or azimuth.
111. DISADVANTAGES OF PRESENT SUN TRACKERS
Stitt trackers presently used include solar cell sensors, electronie cir-
cuitry, and electric motors. These trackers are gancrally similar to the Sal
Chaser doseribed heroin. They perform well In very clear sides with it bright
Sun, but will not continue to paint toward the Sinn udder cloudy conditions. A
wide field-of-view (FOV) of approxLmately 180 dog Is necessary on those Sun
trackors because they are continually acquiring or reacquiring the San following
a period of haze or cloud Cover. The required wide FOV makes the sensor overly
sensitive to variations in scattered light levels, especially from bright clouds
within its FOV. This characteristic call cause the tracker to acquire told track
the cloud and especially to be led away from the Sun by rt cloud that has passed
the Sun (i.e., the Sun track gives wa y ton cloud track.). These trackers will
also acquire and track holes in cloud coverage.
IV. MODE OF OPERATION
A. Sun Sensor
The Sun sensor consists of two 0.5 x x.0 cm sillcon solar cells mounted
lit ;tit enclosure and iasitioned Lt it plane normal to direct Sun rug's when the
sensor is boingv used. The cells tare positioned on each side of a partition under
translucent windows (Fig. 2). The translucent windows are sized and positioned
over the cells to form the acquisition and tracking ;apertures of tine detector.
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The greatest angle required for acquisition will occur between the time
the morning light passes ilia daylight threshold and ilia time the flux Intensity is
high enough for acquisition and trtlek to begin. Title time can range from it few
minutes (very clear early morning light) to all day (no Sun). Normally it full
day of pulsing (no acquisition) will create less than a G dog error angle. This
will be a function of die winter/summor temperatures and its effoct on the
repeatability of ilia drive system.
The Inside of the modulo Is black to Increase ilia sensors selectivity to
Incident light. Scattered or nondirectional light raises the level of the sensors
'	 outputs but cannot be used in direction determinations. Sinco ilia magnitude of
the light is used to determine ilia mode of operation, it is important that ilia
scattered light be kept ton minimum. The small apertures reduce ilia scattered
light effent front bright clouds near the Sun. This typo cloud in the vicinity of
ilia Sun can create an unbnlance in the sensor output which would result in
erroneous painting if the electronic circuit slid not recognize and discriminate
against those falso targets (Section
The outside of the module is white to reduce the Sun's heat on the module.
Silicon cells were chosen for their wide light bandwidth and their stability In
extreme temperature environments.
The cell sizes wore chosen because of their commercial availability and 	 "=
because they tire the largest size a standard operational ampliflor (LM 791) can
load into. (Tho cells arc power generating devices.)
A clear window material Is used as a cover to the enclosure to protect ilia
wiring rind to prevent atmosphavic contamination of the cells. This window can 	 t
also be a polarized or infrared filter to increase the light wavolongth selectivity 	 !
of the cells.	 I
B. Electronic Control Assembly
The electronic control circuitry module (Fig. 9) contains microelectronic
components (amplifiers, comparators, oscillators, and TTL logic gates), two
solid-state relays (T'rL to 115 V, GQ iiz), power supply (115 V, GO liz to 35
Vdc), painted elrcuit board, and miscellaneous components (resistors, diodes,
capacitors, wires, and fuses) integrated together to perform die following
functions
1) Condition the solar cell output signals to compatible levels and
]Ihcavize the voltage for the rest of the assembly. 	 it
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2) Determine when the sonsed light levels are for a nlghttinno, a cloudy
or haze daytime, or a bright sunny condition and initiate necessary correspond-
ing commands. For example, when the light level on both cells damps below a
predetermined level Indicating night, the circuit i ►dtintos a "reset to east" drive
command. When the light Intensity rises above the night threshold (indicating
low-daylight), the circuitry responds by goncrating a timing sequence in which
the motor Is pulsed in approximately the same timed intervals as though tracking
the Sun. When the sunlight on both cells increases to a track level (high-daylight),
the circuit changes to it linear drive state mul the system will drive on q
 or west
until Sun acgVIsition is attained and then pulse periodically as necessary to tract:
the Sun thereafter. The circuitry will create drive commands o ►dy as necessary
to maintain an orror angle less than 0.25 (typical) dog between the tracker and
the Sun and will not track cloud movement.
C. Circuit Operation
The signal conditioning amplifiers Al and A2 Invert, linearize, and
amplify the solar cell outputs to levels compatible evilh those needed by the other
circuit functiow l , This is done by selecting the feedback resistor (ly to give
the desire(' ; t ,; t voltage swing (Vo) for the greatest anticipated solar flux
tncident on the full area of arch cell; i.e., Vo Icell li f (Fig. 3). Since the
amplifier must deliver the cell current ( Kell ) through ale feedback resistor 1tf,
the amplifier and its power supply nmst be chosen to adequately handle the power
generated by the cells to achieve linear operation. The o.5 x 1.0 eat calls were
the largest silicon solar cell :area recommended to be power compatible with
conventional operational amplifiers of the LA1741 type.
The outputs of Al and A2 are each fad to Uarce circuit functions: (1)
sunset detector (SSD), (2) Intermediate light detectors (iLD), and (3) linear
differential tracking circuit (LD'l').
The SSD circuit is a dual comparator connected to compare the linearized
cell voltages, VO , of ouch cull with a tiled voltage level. The fixed voltage level
(approximately 10 mV) simulates a level of light representing sunset or nighttinno.
The dual comparators are connected in a manner that requires light levels on both
solar cells to be below Ue threshold for the Output to go into a high voltage state.
When this condition is met, a constant east motor drive is initiated through the
solid-state power relay and all other circuit functions are inhibited by the TTL
9
.i
I I	 = li
T, 
——^.^^^ 4Gc
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no
"NON" gates. The motor then drives the collectors and sensor back to the east
direction until a mechanical actuate) limit switch opens the motor circuit.
The system Is then In a "sunrise" aclontation. There is also a mechanical
limit switch on the extreme west side of the drive to open the circuit and stop
the west drive at about the sundown position for safety purposes.
The ILD circuit Is activated when the light Intensity is above night and
below a high daytime intensity. When the morning light increases above the
toggle point of the SSD comparators, its output changes state (back to low) and
the normal low daytime ILD threshold Is passed. At this time both sensors are
below a light level required for truck and are, thus, in the area designated as
"Intermediate." In this area, the ILD circuit Inhibits the linear west and night
drive signals and releases the pulse generator output to the west drive motor
relay. The motor will be pulsed by the internal generator at essentially the
samo rate (Earth's rate) as though it were locked to the Sun. This will con-
tinue until both cells are receiving tracking level Incident light. At this time
(day high), the ILD circuit output goes to a high state, the pulse generator
output is Inhibited, and the linear drive Inhibit is reloased. Since the Sun will
be well within the acquisition angle of the detector, the system will then drive
In the direction (east or west) necessary to acquire and null on the Sun. The
circuit will cantinue locked on the Still unless interrupted by clouds or nightfall.
In the LDT operation, the motor drives in pulsed intervals. The circuit
Is designed to pulse only long enough to roduce the error voltage to zero and,
consequently, the Still error to zero. The off time, which is a function of light
Intensity, represents the time it takes the Sun to move approximately 0.25 deg
and is approximately 1 min. The circuit has hysteresis to optimize the motor
on/off time to prevent rap,':) on/off cycling and unnecessary wear on the motor.
Since the comparators are comparing the light level of both cells simultaneously,
the system discriminates against following a bright cloud that may pass the Sun.
This occurs because the passing cloud may cause one cell level to drop its
output below the ILD threshold and, thus, will cause the system to instantly
change 'from a tracking to a pointing mode. In this mode the motor is, as stated
previously, time-pulsed westward until the clouds are Wear of the Sun.
D. Power Supply and Motor
The 115 V, 00 liz power circuit consist of TTL logic and compatible
solid-state relays sized for the motor load. This type relay was chosen due to
the large number of onA•ff power switches to the inductive motor load.
'I'hr ue mohn' Ira mir.od for toad rrtpdtVittant luld its mbility to olxlrttto ip
outatdt) winitt ►' ?sunmlor o11virontnmiC.
Wide ttitlliwrtdtivo rltmv (licit spat,, eleeiromr ekim1wl11oms must be
soloelad If (boy aro to W oporated Ill 01) otltilidr 111wontrolled tomIxivahlty
o nvi l•011111011I..
V. TEST RESULTS
.
19guro ti shows a t;ypient 1 ,0811011130 of (ht, Sun Cimser eoat►wl systole to
both eiene cunt riuudy votldittnntl. ('11 mtet i 1,t+pit+srnitF ;;tiler Inti llsity,
01mint'l 2 the diffelvlliicll eerol' silfncli from Illo solar st+ttaov, and ('1u►►111ol 8
the ptllsillit or volimmild to tie elrx trt y
 motor whiett In goaeratrd by it tUm11g
plilso or by lha error siglu'll. The data for the lilttlre ivow tahen col hilp y 11.1,
:1978 Ill tilt) lifterl10oll.
	 A
Notts tiro poriodiv ,+mx r ilillnnl it) the t+ sltville left mill tight of Ow vhnjrt
()It clinutK`) `
.1. This enrrosponds to 111911 holm hltuoslty (4er 0111vimel :i,, 1.o.,
lit) clouds ovor the Still told Qtr enavol liystelll In (lie td• ael<il1l; mnilr. '1'141 nri`Ft
Ill IxAm-eon indiaattos mostly low soial' Intrllolly, l'1011(14 rovollnl; the still, whir ll
18 twol;11iv.od t)y the Sun Chaser mud the ilohilini , mokiv lakes u}=r y'. In tilt,
 poi11liun
mods+, tilt) timing pulsos eolititate to poWt. the sensor towtml QK' "Am tts uvidnnced
by lily
 ,mall error siuunl tilt Channot A?.
V!. CONCLUSION
Much
	 Consists of rombillattt,ns of ele tt', hm.y,
4411111 elotld, and broholl elnudtness with lutrrmitttmt sa11shitlr. it la desta'alde
to IiMv tt solar t:rnrl+u 1, %'pnlnthtl; system till\(. will nlwtiys point ill ti o dimotion of
Iho ;dill rogtirdless of eloild envttl'. 'rho Still Chclser at'voll1p11:hoo thitl by looking
kill Ow Sun Ill clear uvcdho ►', rontt111dul; to IWIlit: Ill (lit, Sun's dlivrOnu based till tul
iaterml helot•
 when the 3lm Is nbse}wett by i"himis, tad (hen lultoluat.irally V0100kw
tar; till the 51111 }}•hell it, In visibie iglvla. The sytltem nui41nlntieclll,V 1,esets to (lit,
vast lit smldowil to wail for the 11uxt su11rlse. It Is believed that Qtr Sun Clulsov
Offers 0110 best tdirrnativr solutions I 'll the herrhxfnre unsolved i wblt+ms of
soinr lrllrl,ilig Control systems, eslx+rlally for Ihosc, ased till ronrent Vat in};
eolleriors in titllar henthll; n11d eooti11l; sysh11114.
In additicnl to Its 111lproved trlieldlig eat)nbillty, 1bo Still Chaser wcu ld,be
very eompetittve from the stFmdlxliltt of evonnuliea, stxo, stud tyorattoll eolv,-
illwod With pvesol ly word traekors.
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aAPPROVAL
SOLAR TRACKING CONTROL SYSTEM "SUN CHASER"
By D. 11. Scott 111113 N. 11. WIIIit'
The Information in this report has been reviewed for technical content.
Ileviow of tiny Information colwo •hint; 1)cparlment of Defense or tlucleav 01101-FJ'
activities or prol;ranis has boon made by IN,
 NISFC Sccuvity Classification
Officer. This relxmt, in its entirety, has been dotcrmined to be inclassilied.
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